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William Graham’s Falsities against Hadith Qudsi
(Sacred Hadith)

By: Dr. Ezziyah 'Ali Taha

William Graham, the Orientalist, falsely accused the Companions of
the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) with being unable to differentiate between Hadith
Qudsi and Hadith Nabawi (Prophetic Traditions). He claimed that they
used to ascribe the same Hadith, sometimes to Allah and sometimes to
the Prophet. He also claimed that Hadith Qudsi were ascribed to Allah the
Exalted only after the 6th century of Hijrah.

The Companions (Rad. A.), their followers and all Muslim scholars
have studied Hadith Qudsi as being revealed by Allah the Almighty. We
know for sure that the Companions (Rad. A.) used to quote Hadith Qudsi
and ascribe them to Allah by using clear phrases such as: “The Apostle of
Allah (P.B.U.H.) said of what he has received from his Lord.”

Also Hadith Qudsi is clearly distinguished through the context and
the concepts of the Islamic faith. No Muslim could think that the Prophet
(P.B.U.H.) - who was a human being — would say to Muslims: “O! My
servants!”, “I am the king, where are the kings of the earth?”, “I am the
supreme Judge!”, or: “Who is saying a prayer to Me that | may answer it?
Who is asking forgiveness from Me that | may forgive him?” It is
unbelievable that the Companions (Rad. A.) have ever hesitated in
ascribing such phrases only to Allah who revealed them.

Gathering Hadith Qudsi in separate books in the 6th century (A.H.) is
only a sign of extra care paid to them by the Muhadditheen (Hadith
transmitters) :

Muslims do not quote anything from the Scriptures of Jews and
Christians because they have no Isnad (authentic chain of transmission)
that relates them to Prophets and Apostles of Allah, a matter which holds
their authenticity in doubt. Thus the Quran and authentic Traditions of the
Prophet (P.B.U.H.) are the reliable authority to which those Scriptures
must be referred.

In this way, all the fabrications raised against Hadith Qudsi by the
Orientalist William Albert Graham have coliapsed.
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